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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD GREEK VESSEL LYDIA 
REF: A. STATE 96524; B. ATHENS 3169; C. ATHENS 2855 

1 . DEPUTY UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES HAS JUST 
CALLED MISSION TO REPORT THAT UNHCR REP IN NAIROBI 
TELEPHONED THEM TO SAY THAT KENYAN GOVERNMENT HAS REFUSED 
AUTHORIZATION FOR REFUGEES ABOARD LYDIA TO LAND BECAUSE OF 
U.S. EMBASSY NAIROBI'S STATEMENT THAT U.S. DID NOT AGREE 

TO ACCEPT THEM ALL. DEPUTY HIGHCOMM WAS TOLD THIS WAS 
CORRECT AND EMBASSY WAS ACTING IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM WASHINGTON, AND CONSIDERED RESPONSIBI- 
LITY WAS STILL THAT OF UNHCR AND GREEK GOVERNMENT. USG 
HOPED THAT UNHCR WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL IN FINDING RESETTLE- 
MENT POSSIBILITIES IN THIRD COUNTRIES FOR AS MANY 
IN THIS GROUP AS POSSIBLE. 

2. DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER READILY UNDERSTOOD FOREGOING 
BUT SAID HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF U.S. EMBASSY 
NAIROBI MIGHT ASSURE KENYAN GOVERNMENT THAT UNHCR HAD 
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BEEN HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL IN PAST IN RESETTLING REFUGEES 
IT HAS ACCEPTED IN COUNTRIES OF FIRST ASYLUM. SUCH AN 
ASSURANCE, HE FELT, WOULD BE HELPFUL IN INDUCING GOK TO 
PERMIT REFUGEES TO LAND FOR NINETY DAYS AS ORIGINALLY 
AGREED. DEPUTY HIGHCOMM POINTED OUT THAT TIME WAS IMPOR- 
TANT FACTOR SINCE LYDIA WAS SCHEDULED TO SAIL FOR ITS 
NEXT PORT OF CALL, DURBAN, TOMORROW EVENING, APRIL 18. 
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3. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF SOUTH AFRICA'S RATHER POOR 
TRACK RECORD IN HANDLING REFUGEES IN THE PAST, AND LACK 
OF UNHCR REPRESENTATION THERE, WE FEEL IT DESIRABLE TO DO 
UTMOST TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM IN MOMBASA RATHER THAN TO 
TRANSFER IT TO DURBAN. THIS IS COMPLETELY APART FROM THE 
HUMANITARIAN ASPECT OF PUTTING THE REFUGEES ASHORE AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE, AND RELIEVING THE SHIP'S COMPANY OF A HUMANI- 
TARIAN BURDEN THEY VOLUNTARILY ASSUMED TWO WEEKS AGO. 
VANDEN HEUVEL 
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